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SUB J : UNGA LEGAL COMMITTEE/ SUCCESSION OF STATES IN RESPECT 
OF TREATIES 

1. US DEL DISCUSSED WITH UK LEGAL ADVISER, SIR VINCENT EVANS, 

QUESTION OF CONCLUSION OF LEGAL COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF ITEMON 
SUCCESSION OF STATES IN RESPECT OF TREATIES. EVANS EXPRESSED 
STRONG PREFERENCE UK DEL THAT 30TH GA DECIDE ONLY TO REFER BACK TO 
INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION FOR FURTHER STUDY ARTICLES ON (A) 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES, AND (B) MULTILATERAL TREATIES 

OF UNIVERSAL CHARACTER. QUESTIONS OF (A) TIMING OF FINAL 
ELABORATION OF TEXT, AND (B) WHETHER TEXT WOULD BE FINALLY ELA- 
BORATED IN LEGAL COMMITTEE OR DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE WOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ONLY AFTER ILC HAD REPORTED BACK TO LEGAL COMMITTEE, 
PRESUMABLY AT THE 3 1ST GA. 

2. UK POSITION IS BASED LARGELY ON OPINION OF ILC SPECIAL 
RAPPORTEUR ON SUBJECT ITEM, VALLAT, THAT ILC SHOULD TAKE 
ANOTHER LOOK AT BOTH PROVISIONS. UK DEL ALSO CONSIDERS 
(A) THERE IS NO SUBSTANTIVE REASON TO SPEED CONCULSION 
OF TEXT ON SUBJECT; (B) THERE IS GENERAL TENDENCY IN LEGAL 
COMMITTEE TO CONVENE A DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON SUBJECT AND THERE 
DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE TIME TO CONVENE SUCH A CONFERENCE UNTIL 
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CONTROVERSY WOULD ACCOMPANY ATTEMPTS DURING CURRENT GA TO 
RESOLVE ISSUES OF TIMING, FORUM AND LEGAL CHARACTER OF 
FINAL TEXT. 

3. WE BELIEVE THERE IS GRADUALLY BUILDING SENTIMENT IN COMMITTEE 
TO SEND THE TWO QUESTIONS BACK TO ILC RATHER THAN DECIDE THIS 
YEAR WHAT TO DO WITH THE TEXT. GIVEN FACT WE SPOKE EXPLICITLY 
IN FAVOR OF DECIDING IN FAVOR OF A CONFERENCE AND IMPLICITLY 
AGAINST REFERRAL OF ANY ASPECT OF THE MATTER BACK TO ILC DEL RE- 
QUIRES GUIDANCE ON WHETHER WE CAN GO ALONG WITH UK APPROACH 
AND IF NOT HOW HARD WE SHOULD WORK AGAINST IT. 

MOYNIHAN 
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